This study shows that the areas situated be low 1300 111 elevation in Kandy and Nuwara Eliya districts are receptive for dengue transmission. Strengthening of OF / D H F surveillance and control measures in these areas is an urgent need to reduce mo rbidity and mortality, and the spatial distribution of DF / DHF in U,e two districts. Since, the breeding sites differed from one period of time to another and from one locality to another, dengue control measures shou ld be planned based on local and current entomological information.
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Intro du c ti o n
Aedes aegypli Linnaeus is important as the primary vector of dengue fever (OF) and dengue haemorrhagic fever (DH F) in tropical cOlmtries of the world . Aedes a/bopicllls Skuse is considered as a secondary vector of DF in South East Asia and the Western Pacific (1).
In Sri Lanka, OF was first reported in early 1960s (2) . Since U,en, sporad ic, progressively large and more frequent OF / DHF outbreaks occurred in the country. Over the past 10 years, the morbidity, mortality and the spatial distribution of the disease increased conSiderably with 15,434 sus pected and serologically positive DF / DH F cases and 88 deaths for the year 2004. At present, OF / DHF is endemic in many urban and semi urban areas, and has invaded new areas, making the disease an important publiC health problem in U,e country (3). Aedes breeding sites were examined and 20 larvae from each positive container were collected randomly by pipetting or dipping, depending on the nature of the breeding habitat. If a particular container had less than 20 larvae, all larvae were collected. The larvae were placed in separate containers (one container per one habitat), s taged and identified as 3,d and 4" stages usi ng standard keys (4, 5). The 1" and 2 nd s tage larvae were allowed to develop to 3'" and 4"' stages, and the pupae to become adults prior to identification. If, Ae. aegypti and / or Ae. aibopic/lls were not encountered in a particular area at the first survey, two more surveys at more than 3 month intervals were carried out in the same area. Aedes mosquito density was determined by the Container lndex (0 = percentage of containers positive for Ae. aegypti and Ae. albopictlls) for Ae. aegypti and lor Ae. albopictlls.
Breeding sites of Ae. aegypti and Ae. albopictlls were categorized int05 groups, viz., (1) water storage containers (water storage cemented tanks and iron and plastic barrels), (2) discarded receptacles in the domestic and peridomestic environment (discarded plastic containers, pots, bottles, coconut shells, polythene, metal ware and tins), (3) tyres, (4) domestic appliances (refrigerator trays, flower vases and ant traps) and (5) According to serological studies carried out in Sri Lanka, the World Health Organisation (1985) reported DF in towns that are situated below an altitude of 1200 m (2). Vitarana (1986) too, reported that dengue was prevalent in areas below the altitude of 1000 m (8) . However, these studies have not sufficiently dealt with the entomological aspects of DF/DHF in these areas. In the present study, Ae. aegypti and Ae. albopictus were encountered even at elevations of 1300 m, making the areas that are situated below 1300 m receptive for DF /DHF transmission.
Also, the density of Ae. aegypti and Ae. albopictus remains high in some areas, especially, Hasalaka, Hatton, Madugoda, Pundaluoya, Rikillagaskada and Walapane, making these areas highly receptive for DF / DHF transmission. Thus, strengthening of DF /D HF s urveillance and contro l measures, specially in urbanized areas situated below 1300 m elevation is of importance in reducing morbidity, mortality and the spatial distribution of DF /DHF.
In the absence of a specific treatment or a vaccine for DF /DHF, vector control is of 
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In the study area, the types of vector breeding sites differ from one time period to another and from one locality to another. Hence, OF / DHF control measures should be planned based on local and current entomolOgical information, targeting the potential breeding sites of Ae. aegypti and Ae. a/bopict"s in the particular areas, in order to achieve effective and efficien t OF / 0 H F con trol.
Ae. aegypti and Ae. a/bopict"s were not encountered in the Nuwara Eliya town (elevation 1900 m) in the present study. With the global warming, increase in temperature and less rainfall is expected at high elevations in the Nuwara Eliya district (13) .
This may create suitable habitats for Ae. aegypti and Ae. a/bopict"s breeding at elevations higher than 1300 m . Thus, regular and long term entomological inves tigations in these areas would help to detect such areas early and to take timely remedial measures in order to prevent OF / DHF transmission in these areas.
